
VOLUME 37    ISSUE 1    FEBRUARY/MARCH 2010

“Awareness Through Education...

       Responsibility Through Involvement”

-1-

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

    Happy 2010!  Hope you all had a happy, healthy holiday season.  Time certainly does fly!  By the time you 

get this, we will have already had our first meeting of 2010 and the 2010 Spring/Summer Education brochure 

will be headed to the printer.  This year starts a brand new decade for BCAHS beginning with a change in our 

class registration process.  For more details about the policy changes, please read this newsletter and the 

Education Brochure carefully.

    Last year we modified our Fall Flower and Harvest Show with great results and this year we hope to use 

member suggestions from our recent survey to make improvements to all aspects of the society.  Thank you to 

each of you who took the time to fill out the survey.  Feedback from our members is so critical for our continued 

success.  Please feel free to speak to me each month at our social before the meeting or send us an email if 

you have any more suggestions.  Thanks to Janice Mancini for suggesting, implementing and compiling the 

results of the survey.

    And things continue to change.  Caroline La Scala, our very devoted treasurer for the last three presidents, needs to move 

on and enjoy other aspects of her life.  We so appreciate all the countless hours she spent balancing books and writing 

checks, on the phone, answering emails…  Thank you so much, Caroline!  

   We are now looking for a qualified treasurer to take over Caroline’s duties.   BCAHS treasurer is a critical appointed 

position and the applicant must have accounting/tax experience.  Is this you?

    I urge each of you to consider contributing your time and expertise to BCAHS.  We are always searching for people to fill 

posts on our board and to attend to the various and sundry tasks involved in the running of our society.  Please contact me 

at (631) 325-3403 if you are interested in helping the society.

    Hope you all stay warm this winter, curled up with a good gardening book.

Diane Henry-Vanisko

TREASURER WANTED

     BCAHS is seeking a talented person with accounting/tax experience to handle the financial duties of our society.  

Applicant must be detail-oriented and a self-starter.  This is an appointed position with no financial benefits, but the 

rewards of volunteering for a great organization, at an awesome place and with a wonderful group of like-minded people 

are priceless.  Call Diane Henry-Vanisko at (631) 325-3403 if you are interested.

CLASS AND TOUR OPENINGS STILL AVAILABLE

Come join us.  There are still some openings available for the following programs listed in the current Education Brochure: 

 17. Plant Propagation At Cornell’s LIHREC:  Monday, 2/1

 18. Camellia & Coe House Tours at Planting Fields – Tuesday, 2/16

Please call (631) 585-1002 for information on how to register.
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BY OUR MEMBERS

Why Wailua?

By the Traveling Gardener, Lois Weinstein

    Why Wailua indeed!  The chance to visit the Wailua Falls and Wailua River in Kauai, Hawaii would be pleasure 
enough, but there on Kauai is the National Tropical Botanical Garden (NTBG) and that alone, fellow gardeners, is 
worth the trip. I recently took a tour of the McBryde and Allerton Gardens of the NTBG with a very informative and 
genial guide named Dave. 
    We began in the Allerton Gardens and traveled by van and on foot through a number of specialty gardens.  The 
first was the plantation garden which represented a typical fruit and vegetable kitchen garden that would have, and 
probably did, serve the folks living at what was once Queen Emma’s retreat back when kings and queens ruled 
Hawaii.  The garden is filled with fruit trees such as the star fruit, citrus and breadfruit.  Vegetables and herbs fill out 
the garden in neat rows.  The property is graced by a river that flows to the Pacific Ocean and which has a most 
enchanting waterfall – although not as high or stupendous at the one at Wailua. The waterfall area includes a large 
flat rock on which royal ladies, and only ladies of royal pedigree, came to give birth as the rock supposedly imparted 
wisdom to the children born there. We passed by the medicinal garden which is not opened to the public – it is for 
research only.  It contains extremely poisonous plants and they are protecting the public by not allowing anyone in.  
We saw a strychnine bush and digitalis plants from the safety of the van.
    Next came a walk through a tropical rain forest.   Our guide explained what we were seeing and how the plants 
were used by native Hawaiians for food, medicine and shelter.  The most impressive were the pandanus trees – 
there are so many different ones. Allerton and his adopted son traveled all over the world collecting tropical plants 
creating this collection of pandanus which is one of the finest in the world.  The fruit of the pandanus contains many 
healthy vitamins and minerals and can be used to treat several diseases.
    We then drove to the McBryde garden which has the largest collection of native Hawaiian plants. There are so  
many other tropicals including palms, heliconias and orchids, as well as flowering trees such as the towering More-
ton Bay fig trees.  Dave showed us where Hurricane Iniki damaged the gardens in 1992 and how the gardens are 
coming back. 
    The last section of the tour was through the research labs, seed storage chambers and nursery.  We were all 
fascinated by the collection of plants that are propagated and reproduced for various gardens on the islands.  The 
collection is supported in large part by Bette Midler, who became very interested in the environment when she 
wanted to raise cattle on the island and ran into problems with land rights.  She has become one of the biggest 
supporters in protecting the natural environment and in replanting various areas.
    It was a long tour, but most worthwhile.  I have included some web sites so that you can get a vicarious thrill by 
virtually experiencing what I did.  But, even if a picture is worth a thousand words, it can never replace the real thing. 
So go to Kauai.  I recommend it. 

The McBryde Garden -   http://ntbg.org/gardens/mcbryde.php
The Allerton Garden -      http://ntbg.org/gardens/allerton.php

SPRING SEED EXCHANGE
    Come and share your favorite seeds with others at the April meeting. The seed exchange will start at 7:00 PM, before the 
general meeting.  Please label your seeds so that members know what they are getting. We will provide you with envelopes 
in which to take the seeds home.

Diane Haug

WHAT'S HOT IN HORTICULTURE?  JOY'S TOP TEN FOR 2010
    Join us on February 10 to hear Joy Kaminsky, Arboretum Director, as she tells us about current trends in horticulture 
and gives us her top ten.  Will your favorites be among them?
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❃ IMPORTANT!  ❃

 ❃ CHANGES ARE COMING!  ❃ 
EDUCATION PROGRAM REGISTRATION CHANGES

    In the past the office staff of the arboretum handled all the program registrations, 
kept the program rosters, fielded all the phone calls, and kept track of a myriad of 
details for us.  We cannot thank them enough for all their years of help.

However………….all things eventually change.  Volunteers from the hort society will 
now be handling all of the program registrations and the jobs related to them.  To this 
end we have found it necessary to institute a number of important changes.

1.  We now have our own:
 ☞ Mailing Address:  PO Box 427, Oakdale, NY  11769-0427  
 Use this for ALL hort society mail.

 ☞ Phone Number:  631.579.7551  
 Please use it for Ed. Program concerns only.  Continue to use the arboretum
 phone number (631.581.1002) for all other inquiries.

 ☞ E-mail Address:  bcahs@optonline.net
 Of the three contact points, the quickest and most efficient would be e-mail.
 E-mails are checked every day.

2.  Revised Education Program Registrations:
 ☞ The Revised Registration Policy will be printed in the upcoming
 Education Brochure on the back of the registration form. Please follow all
 directions as registration volunteers willsign up participants according to the
 new regulations. 

 ☞  Mail your registration forms to our new address.  Please do not bring  
 them to the arboretum office. You will receive written confirmation of your reg-  
 istration as well as any driving directions.  

We are all new at this so have a bit of patience and it should be a smooth transition 
for all of us.



RAVE REVIEWS

-4-

    

THANKSGIVING WREATH
    We came, we saw, we created…a wonderful Thanksgiving wreath under the expert instruction of Phyllis Paccione.  Using 
fresh fruit, floral wire, picks, pipe cleaners and a myriad of decorations, we learned how to artistically decorate the wreath 
the way florists do, this time with the fruit as the anchor feature and just the right amount of b l i n g.  Our beautiful final 
projects gave us the look of Colonial Williamsburg!!!  Check out our website at www.bcahs.net for some photos of this fun 
class.

Janice Mancini

OUR ANNUAL HOLIDAY GATHERING
    The Holiday Party was once again a festive culmination of a wonderful and eventful year at BACHS.  The Manor House 
was beautifully decorated for the season and truly added to the ambiance of the evening. Our members outdid themselves 
with the delicious entrees and desserts they prepared.  Besides dinner, the evening included caroling led by Wayne 
Sabella's group and vocalist Michelle Celli, as well as our annual holiday raffle. 
    It was so nice to be able to just sit and enjoy the company of so many new and old friends we have worked with and gone 
to meetings, classes and trips with over the years.
    Thank you to Karen Connelly, Judy Buitenkant, Janice Mancini, Phyllis Paccione, MJ Picken, Lorraine Seus and all of 
Santa's elves who helped make the party a success. 

Joan Wiecks

HOLIDAY TABLE CENTERPIECE OF FRESH  GREENS
    The Holiday Table Centerpiece class was very informative, productive and had a delightful holiday atmosphere in which 
everyone had a good time.  Many people visiting the arboretum complimented the centerpieces made by the participants. 
Some visitors even wanted to enroll if we were giving another class.

Tony La Scala

BUS TRIP TO GLEBE HOUSE IN WOODBURY, CT AND THE OSBORNE HOMESTEAD MUSEUM  
AND KELLOGG ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER IN DERBY, CT   
    On a rainy, dreary October 27th morning, the alarm rang at 5:00am.  One would not think a 2-hour bus trip to Connecticut 
to see the Fall Colors would be a successful one, but much to our surprise, it was.  
    We arrived first at the Glebe House Museum in Woodbury, CT.  The tour of the Glebe House was an insight into 18th 
century life.  Well-spoken guides brought us through the house, showing us how this family lived during the dawn of the New 
Republic.
    The gardens, although past their peak blooming times, were a fascinating find for me, especially since it was derived from 
a design by one of my favorite landscape designers, Gertrude Jekyll.  Her drawings and paintings are spectacular.
    After a wonderful lunch at the Curtis House Inn in Woodbury, we traveled 15 minutes to Derby to visit the Osbourne Home-
stead and Kellogg Environmental Center.   There we had a wonderful lecture about the Osborne Homestead Gardens and 
a tour of this colonial revival style estate, the first section of which was built in the mid-1800's.  It was a beautifully appointed 
home with terrific collections of furniture, Delftware and china.  We could have gladly doubled the 1-hour visit, even though 
we were dodging raindrops!
    A dreary start turned delightful and surely warrants a return visit in summer.  Sign me up!
    Thank you to Karen and Tony, our hosts for the day.

Jerry Sabatino

MAKING A COLD-WEATHER OUTDOOR ARRANGEMENT
    On December 3rd a group of BCAHS members met at Bayport Flower Houses to complete the last outdoor planting for 
the year 2009.  Karl Auwaerter conducted the class with his usual charm and skill.  With the furnished pieces of assorted 
evergreens, we prepared a 12" container that would sit outside for us to enjoy thru the coming winter.  Every one of us 
created a pot that was a work of art. 

Dorothy Auer
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  AT THE ARBORETUM
NOTE:  The Manor House and Oak Leaf Café will be closed to the public for two weeks from 
February 15 to March 5. The grounds will be open as usual.

Islip Arts Council Free Concerts Sundays, 2 PM
 
Jan 17  Dara Rabotkina, Pianist        

Jan. 24  Bridget Kibbey, Harpist        

Jan. 31  Philomel's Song, Mezzo-soprano      

Feb. 7  Jessica Lee, Violinist           

Feb. 21  Constellation Trio 
Feb. 28  Ruthann Turekian, Soprano 

  Daniel Ragone, Pianist

Mar. 7  Empire Viols, with Harpsichord

Mar. 14  Hahn-bin, Violinist

Mar. 21  Ran Dank, Pianist

Mar. 28  Cross Island Trio: Cello, Reeds & Keys

For details, see www.bayardcuttingarboretum.com  or  www.bcahs.net   or call (631) 581-1002 

BASKET WEAVING – BEGINNER CLASS
    Beginning and experienced basket weavers gathered together on Saturday, Jan. 16 for this class on what turned out to 
be one of the loveliest winter days we’ve had in a long time.  Ahh…to weave or not to weave????
    But weave we did, this time creating a lovely hanging wall basket under the fine tutelege of Miriam Fink and Linda Heiden-
felder.  Some first-timers were so inspired that they signed up for next Saturday’s class (Jan. 23) – nearly on the spot!

Janice Mancini

JANUARY GENERAL MEETING
    Tonight we welcomed back Trudi Davidoff, winter sowing expert extraordinaire.  This time she addressed the specifics 
of growing heirloom tomatoes and the part winter sowing can play in having a wonderful crop of tomatoes in the garden.  
    Plant disease was an important issue tonight.  Judi stressed the importance of putting only the healthiest plants and 
seeds in your garden, not only to insure better crops, but also to prevent the spread of plant diseases especially after the 
blight that affected so many tomato plants last year.  Being involved in seed exchanging on a large scale worldwide, she 
stressed that conscientious traders disinfect their seeds to prevent the spread of disease and gave us the directions for 
doing so ourselves.  The two methods of seed sanitation discussed were the sani-scrub and fermentation techniques.  
    Check out her website at www.wintersown.org for more information.

EVENING TOUR OF THE MANOR HOUSE
    A very cold night was warmed by the informative and interesting historical perspective given by the docents during the 
tour of the Manor House.  Decorated for the holidays, the Manor House rooms came alive with the beautifully appointed 
details of the life and times of the Cuttings.
    After the tour, all gathered in the cafe and refreshments were served to warm the body and spirit.
    A delightful and educational evening was had by all.

Bob Veit
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New Members:
Ellen Barcel
John and Karen Hall
Michael & Frances Katsar
John & Jeri Lombardi
Rhoda McMannus
Frank Nelson
Sheila Quinn
Alvah & Susan Rock

Renewing members:
Rose Aalto
Patrica Blase
Rita Burke
Carolyn & William Carty
Mary E. Conway
Dorothy & James Dougherty
Miriam Fink
Mark & Beth Gustin
Joseph & Kathleen Hanley
Ruth Johnson

Sarah Kachel
Ruth Leitch
Larry Malsam
Emilie & Charles Minder
Terry Orzano
Barbara Rottkamp
Laurie & Richard Ryder
Judith Tartaglia
Allyn Thompson
Regina Watkins
Miriam Wehnke

WELCOME NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS

TOPSY TURVY TURF:  NEW RULES, REGULATIONS AND WHERE THE LAWN 
SHAKES OUT IN 2010

    On March 10th Dr. Tamson Yeh, turf expert of Suffolk County Cooperative Extension, will be speaking on the new Suffolk 
County fertilizer laws and their impact on private citizens as well as professional landscapers.  She will also give us some 
tips on spring lawn care and an overview of the future of turf on Long Island.  
    Come join us for Dr. Yeh’s entertaining as well as informative discussion.

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS
The Holiday decorating committee would like to thank Christina Ayasse, Evelyn Bozler, Anne Marie and Pat Calebrese, Diana 
Fratello, Patti Kewisch, Tony La Scala, Janice Mancini, Franca Mills and friend, Dot Oliveri, Kate Phelan and Barbara Renner  
for helping with the not-so-grand-and-glorious task of taking down and packing away our Christmas decorations in the Manor 
House.  Many hands made the day go quickly and smoothly.  We started at 10 AM and by 12 noon, the job was done!  Great 
job, crew!  Our heartfelt thanks to you all for volunteering.

Holiday Decorating Committee

CALLING ALL WRITERS 
    In our last newsletter we introduced By Our Members, a new column on all things horticultural that we hope will 
become a regular feature. 
    To this end, we need writers.  Do you have horticultural expertise you would like to share…or a poem, or a garden 
travel adventure, or a gardening book you loved, or even a gardening story to tell?   Don’t be shy about putting pen to 
paper (preferably keyboard to screen) to share your horticultural wealth.
    We will publish one piece per newsletter and each entry will be limited to one page.  Email it to BCAHS@optonline.net 
or snail mail it to our new address at BCAHS, PO Box 427, Oakdale, NY  11769-0427 in care of the Editor.  We must 
receive your submission by the deadline for the next newsletter, in this case March 10.
    Our editorial committee and your fellow BCAHS members eagerly await your submissions. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
    BCAHS would like to thank our members who donated items for the raffle held at our annual Holiday Gathering.  In addi-
tion, we would like to thank the following businesses which donated items or gift certificates for the raffle:  Cheesecake 
Factory, Father Nature’s Nursery, Good Steer Restaurant, Red Lobster, Starbucks and Trader Joe’s.

CHEESECAKE FACTORY - 610 Smithhaven Mall, Lake Grove – 361-6600
FATHER NATURE - 2676 Sunrise Highway, East Islip - 277-1177
GOOD STEER RESTAURANT - 2810 Middle Country Rd, Lake Grove – 585-8212
RED LOBSTER - 5010 Expressway Drive South, Ronkonkoma - 580-2864
STARBUCKS,  59 Main Street, Sayville - 244-8983
TRADER JOE’S - 5010 Jericho Turnpike, Commack - 493-9210
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SURVEY HAS BEEN COMPLETED
    Thank you to all who filled out our recent survey.  Your input is important to the smooth functioning of our society.   One 
of the most important pieces of information we learned from you was that so many of our members use email and the 
website and are interested in using them for BCAHS business.  As you can see from other articles here, we are definitely 
moving in this direction.   Don’t fear.  We will continue to use the US mail for those who do not yet use computers.
    We will be referring to the survey and use the information you gave us as we go forward in planning for BCAHS.  
    Please continue to share your ideas with us.

BCAHS Executive Board

NOMINATION OF OFFICERS
    Here are the nominations for the 2009 BCAHS Officers as of this publication.  Our February 10, 2010 general meeting 
will also be our Annual Meeting, held for the election of new officers of the Horticultural Society.  If you are interested in 
becoming an officer, please contact any member of the board.  Nominations will also be accepted from the floor at the 
Annual Meeting.  These nominees must have consented to their nominations prior to the motion. 

The present slate of candidates is: 

President   Diane Henry-Vanisko
1st Vice President  Tony La Scala
2nd Vice President  Christina Ayasse
Recording Secretary  Lois Weinstein
Corresponding Secretary Marie Camenares
Historian   Lorraine Seus

Members-at-Large:  Anita Bischoff
    Judy Buitenkant
    Diane Haug
    William Wolkoff

NOTE FROM GRANNY
 
    Granny stopped down at the Attic the other day and was blown back by the bitter cold; however, the glimpse of the 
treasures therein got her excited at the prospect of the warmer weather reopening.  We've gotten a plethora (don't you 
love that word?) of newly donated bounty, and some quite special stuff.
    Please, dear hearts, search your coffers.  Surely you will find things to add to Granny’s collection and together we can 
make the upcoming season a blockbuster for the hort society and the arboretum. Please bring donations to the Manor 
House and I will love you forever for it.

Granny, Evelyn Bozler

THANK YOU
The Horticultural Society would like to thank the following businesses for their generous support of our activities.  Please keep 
them in mind when you are shopping.

BAYPORT FLOWER HOUSES - 940 Montauk Highway, Bayport - 472-0014
DAISY GARDEN - Gillette Avenue, Bayport - 363-2708
JOSEPH’S GARDEN & GREENHOUSE - 525 Smithtown Ave, Bohemia - 567-0292
G. FONTANA & SONS (Concrete Products) -  890 Montauk Highway, Bayport -  472-1600
SPRING GARDEN GREENHOUSES - 45 Carleton Avenue , E Islip – 277-5986
We also need to thank the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation for their continued 
support of the BCA Horticultural Society's activities.
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                       UPCOMING EVENTS

GENERAL MEETINGS
All meetings start with a social upstairs in the Carriage House at 7:30. 
Business meetings start at 7:45. The regular meeting starts at 8:00.

2/10    Joy Kaminsky, Arboretum Director - What's Hot in
      Horticulture?  Joy's Top Ten for 2010
3/10    Dr. Tamson Yeh - Topsy Turvy Turf:  New Rules,
     Regulations And Where The Lawn Shakes Out In 2010

SPECIAL EVENTS
2/10    Election and Installation of New Officers

NEWSLETTER
3/10    Deadline for next newsletter
 

631-581-1002
www.bcahs.net
bcahs@optonline.net

BCAHS Membership 
     Individual membership dues are $20.00 per year.  Family membership (two adults in the same household) dues 
are $25.00 per year. Our membership year begins September 1st, but first-time members joining between Febru-
ary 1st and August 31st are given membership from the date of joining plus a full year’s membership beginning 
the following September 1st. 
    Members receive a bimonthly Newsletter with a current calendar of events and a biannual Education Program 
Brochure listing classes and trips.  Members receive a discounted rate for attending classes and trips as well as 
advanced registration privileges. 
 Name(s)_________________________ 
 Address _________________________ 
              _________________________ 
 Phone   _________________________ 
 E-Mail   _________________________ 
 Date      _____________ Check Amount ____________ 
 Interests or Suggestions:_________________________ 
  Mail to OUR NEW ADDRESS:  BCAHS 
                         PO Box 427 
                         Oakdale, NY 11769-0427


